Crematoriums II and III 
of Birkenau: A Critical Study 


ENRIQUE AYNAT EKNES 
Translated by Tom Kerr 

Material, criticism, and suggestions furnished by the Italian 
investigator Carlo Mattogno have been of great value to me in the 
completion of this study. The author, however, assumes sole 
responsibility for any errors or shortcomings which may be noted in 
the following pages. 

I. Introduction 

U ntil a few years ago, it was a matter of practically unanimous 
belief that the leaders of Germany during World War II 
actually carried out a plan for the physical extermination of people 
of Jewish origin. Yet that systematic slaughter—the Holocaust—has 
in recent time been called into question by research scholars of a 
number of countries. The enormity of the accusations, the frailty of 
the proofs adduced, contradictions on the part of witnesses, the use 
of torture to exact “confessions,” and the universal absence during 
the war of any knowledge of something which, had it occurred, 
could not have been concealed: these were the principal clues that 
led a few serious students, after meticulous research, to deny the 
historicity of this supposed collective crime . 1 

But where, in our judgment, the Holocaust legend suffers its 
greatest weakness is in its purely technical aspect; that is, in the 
instruments—the weapons of the crime—that were supposedly used 
to kill those millions of human beings: the gas chambers. They 
constitute the Achilles heel of the legend. And it is for that reason 
perhaps that they have up to now remained wrapped in a cloak of 
dense fog. Those authors partisan to the official thesis, on the other 
hand, have considered the Holocaust an undoubted fact. For them, it 
has been sufficient to show, for example, that a convoy of prisoners 
had arrived at Auschwitz, to consider them without further ado as 
“annihilated by gas.” A good example of this is provided by Martin 
Gilbert , 2 a reputable historian and the official biographer of 
Churchill, who had to admit the skepticism and incredulity of the 
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Allies during the war with regard to the stories about Auschwitz that 
the Zionist organizations took it upon themselves to spread. In 
compensation, he reminds us on almost every page of the exact 
number of persons who, according to the Kalendarium published by 
the Auschwitz museum after the war, were “gassed” each day. 3 
Gilbert accepts these completely unverified statistics as though they 
were a kind of revealed truth requiring neither critical appraisal nor 
proof. Gilbert did not take it into account that if the Allies remained 
skeptical and unbelieving about the rumors of a massive slaughter in 
a place like Auschwitz, which was crammed with basic industries 
serving Germany’s war effort, a place moreover subject to a strict 
scrutiny by the intelligence services, it was perhaps simply because 
no such slaughter had taken place. 

For the purpose of throwing a bit of light on the question, in what 
follows we shall analyze information we have obtained about two of 
the supposed gas chambers of the Birkenau concentration camp, 
which was included administratively in the Auschwitz complex. We 
make a special point of these installations because they were 
presumably—or so the official thesis claims —the largest 
slaughterhouses Hitler had at his disposal for carrying out his 
extermination plans. But if, as we conclude in this critical study, 
these installations were simply crematoriums for human cadavers, 
such as those utilized in all large cities for reasons of sanitation, and 
were not capable of being used for criminal purposes, than the 
Holocaust legend will have been undermined in one of its essential 
foundations. 

In this work we shall limit ourselves exclusively to the specific 
study of crematoriums II and III of Birkenau, 4 without going into 
such aspects as the structure and functioning of the Auschwitz 
complex, the rate of the deportations, or the genesis of the Holocaust 
legend. Those subjects have been dealt with from various points of 
view and with sufficient thoroughness in the specialized literature. 

Finally, we wish to make clear that our aim is not an exhaustive 
study, but rather, as the German researcher, W. Staglich has said, “to 
set forth, to check, and to test in accordance with objective criteria 
the proofs presented for the claimed ‘death factory of Auschwitz.’” 5 
It is for this reason that we deem this work to be a “critical study.” 

II. The Site 

Crematoriums II and III of Birkenau were situated at 
approximately fifteen hundred meters in a straight line from the 
railroad line linking Cracow, the administrative center of the 
Government-General of occupied Poland, with Ostrava (Moravia) 
and Vienna (see Figure 1). For that matter, it does not seem the most 
propitious place to set up installations designed for carrying out a 
plan, theoretically ultra-secret, for the extermination and cremation 
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of some thousands of persons per day. Reitlinger’s version of things, 
according to which “passengers, when going past Auschwitz, 
customarily crowded up to the windows of the train in an attempt to 
see the silhouette of the crematory chimneys,” 6 is perfectly 
compatible with the topographical facts, but demonstrates that the 
placement of the crematoriums was absurd if any attempt was being 
made to carry out a secret activity. 

Crematoriums II and III were constructed at the southwest of the 
Birkenau area (see Figure 2). Their situation seems logical in terms 
of the general plan of this concentration camp: on the east were the 
Kommandantur and billeting for the SS personnel; in the center, the 
large sectors BI, BII, Bill (the latter under construction) for 
quartering the prisoners; and on the west, the various camp 
installations and services such as the four crematoriums, water 
purification plant ( Klaranlage ), the sauna ( Zentralsauna ), and the 
Effektenlager or Kanada, where the personal effects of the prisoners 
were deposited. 

Crematoriums II and III were in an open space of easy access. 
Their situation rendered them completely visible from the camp 
access platform, as can be seen in Figure 3. This is corroborated by 
witness testimony: 

The platform itself was situated some meters from the tall chimneys of 
the gas chambers and crematory, whose silhouette then held no 
significance for us other than that of a factory . 7 

Mention has been made that the crematoriums were protected from 
prying eyes by a border of trees and bushes. In this connection, a 
document of German origin speaks of a “green border” which was 
supposed to serve as the natural limit of the crematorium area. 8 
However, the illustrated documents we have examined fail to show 
this “green border,” which in any case would have been absolutely 
insufficient to conceal the alleged massive extermination (see Figure 
4). 


III. Description 

Crematoriums II and III were identical. The plane of one 
corresponded to that of the other in symmetrical inversion. Each of 
them consisted of the following parts (see Figure 6): 

a) Cremation room (see Figure 6). It was fitted with five crematory 
furnaces, each with three hearths or muffle furnaces. 9 

b) Annex buildings. On one side of the cremation room, 
according to Figure 7, were located the coke bunker, an office, the 
dwelling of the commanding officer, and the living quarters for the 
smelters of the gold teeth. On the other side—still according to the 
same document—the gold teeth smelting plant and the execution 
room were to be found. In an area adjacent to the cremation hall 
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were to be found the chimney and the three Topf “air intake 
installations” ( Saugzuganlage ) that facilitated the draft and 
functioning of the crematories. 10 [Throughout this article, 
“crematory” refers to the actual ovens; “crematorium” refers to the 
building as a whole. —Ed.] 

c) Underground mortuary 1 (Leichenkeller 1). Its dimensions 
were 7 x 30 = 210 square meters in area. 11 It has a height of 2.40 
meters. The ceiling was supported by seven columns. It was almost 
completely below ground and covered with insulating materials to 
protect it against water and heat (layers of earth, gravel, and 
waterproof material, probably slate). It had a single entry and exit 
door with dimensions of 1.80 x 1.90 meters according to our own 
calculations, based on the original plan. Ventilation and renewal of 
the air supply was effected by a ventilation ( Beliiftung ) duct and an 
“exhaust conduit” ( Entluftungskanal ) built into the lower part of the 
side wall. 

According to the official thesis, Leichenkeller 1 was in reality the 
mournfully celebrated extermination “gas chamber.” 

d) Underground mortuary 2 (Leichenkeller 2). Its dimensions 
were 7.93 x 50 = 396.5 square meters in area. 12 It had the same 
characteristics regarding facing and insulation as Leichenkeller 1 . It 
is claimed that this was the “undressing room” where the victims, who 
has no suspicion of the fate which awaited them, took off their clothes 
before passing into the gas chamber. 

e) Underground mortuary 3 (Leichenkeller 3). Of more modest 
dimensions than the aforementioned ones. There is no record of its 
purpose in the context of the official thesis. 

Figure 8 provides us with an aerial view of both crematoriums, 
and Figure 9 a partial view of crematorium III. 

IV. Documents 

We will consider below a series of documents, supposedly of 
German origin, which are frequently alleged by partisans of the 
official thesis to be proof of the criminal character of crematoriums 
II and III. 

First is an exceptional document identified under code NO-4473, 
the text of which we reproduce as follows: 


(C opy) 2 9 J anuary 1943 

Bftgb. No. 22250/43/Bi/L 

Subject: Crematorium II. Condition of the building. 

Reference: Telegram of the SS-WVHA Nr. 2648 of 28.1.43 
Attached document 1 test report 



Crematoriums II and III o/Birkenau: A Critical Study 


307 


To the chief of Amtsgruppe C, 

SS Brigadefiihrer and Major General 
of the Waffen-SS, Dr. Engineer KAMMLER, 

B erlin-Lichterfelde-W e st 
Unter den Eichen 126-135 

Thanks to the use of all available forces working day and night 
shifts, and in spite of the immense difficulties and freezing weather, 
crematorium II has been completed with the exception of a few 
construction details. The furnaces were fired up in the presence of 
the chief engineer inspector of the firm of Topf u. Sohne of Erfurt, 
which was charged with its construction, and they are functioning 
perfectly. It has not yet been possible to remove the planking from 
the concrete ceding of the cellar for cadavers (Leichenkeller) 
because of the frost. However, that is of no importance inasmuch as 
the gasification [or “gassing”] cellar (Vergasungskeller) can be used 
for this purpose. 

The firm of Topf u. Sohne was not able to deliver the ventilation 
equipment ordered by the Central Construction Office on time 
because of the unavailability of freight cars. After the arrival of the 
ventilation and exhaust equipment, work will be started 
immediately on its installation, so we may anticipate that it will be 
completely in service on 20 February 1943. 

Attached is a report by the test engineer of the firm of Topf u. 

Sohne of Erfurt. 

Chief of the Central Construction Office of the 
Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz 

SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer 


Figure 10 shows a facsimile of the German original. 

Supporters of the official thesis maintain that the term 
‘‘Vergasungskeller” (celler for “gassing” or gasification) proves 
incontrovertibly the existence of a gas chamber in Leichenkeller 1 of 
crematorium II and III. 13 Some Revisionists on the contrary argue or 
have argued that the term alluded to the place where the gas mixture 
was made that fed the furnaces. “Vergasung” would thus have the 
sense of “gasification” or “carburetion.” 14 But even within the 
framework of this interpretation, we do not believe that the 
Vergasungskeller mentioned in document NO-4473 was 
Leichenkeller 1 for the following reasons: 

a) The designers of the installation would have to have provided a 
space for the carburetion process, basic in a crematory, rather than 
adapt to an area (Leichenkeller 1) initially designed for another 
purpose. 

b) Crematoriums IV and V of Birkenau, both with powerful 
crematories of eight muffle furnaces, lacked a space of similar 
proportions for carrying out the operation of “carburetion.” 
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c) Without being specialists in the matter, it seems to us that the 
operation of producing the gas mixture for feeding the crematory 
furnaces would have to be carried out in an area immediately behind 
or adjacent to the furnaces, and not in an underground area 
separated from the the cremation room. 

Nor does the official thesis seem conclusive to us, since, apart 
from the reasons of a general nature which we set forth in section 
VIII, no document known to date permits the identification of 
Leichenkeller 1 as the Vergasungskeller. 15 The fact is that in the few 
plans of crematoriums II and III that we know of, there is no space 
characterized as a Vergasungskeller, which need not surprise us 
given the fact that they are preliminary drawings of a general type 
(Figure 5, for example, is a preliminary sketch). It is very probable 
that after a careful examination of all the detailed plans of 
crematoriums II and III, it would be possible to know the exact 
location of the Vergasungskeller. Professor Faurisson has told us, for 
example, that the plans of the Leichenkeller of the Sachsenhausen 
camp (1940) consist of around ninety pages. 10 It is thus our opinion 
that only after an exhaustive study of the documents stored in the 
Auschwitz museum would it be possible to come up with the 
solution to this precise point. 

***** 

Another document frequently adduced as proof is. that classified 
under code NO-4465, from which we extract the following: 

We point out for the present . . . that the three gas-tight doors 
[towers?] which were the object of our request of 18 January 1943 . . . 
should be built exactly to the same dimensions and specifications of 
the doors [towers?] already delivered. 

At this time we remind you of another request of 6 March 1943 
about the delivery of a gas-tight door 100 x 192 for morturary 1 of 
crematorium III. This door should be identical to the door of the cellar 
of crematorium II in the opposite location; it should be provided with 
an 8 millimeter peephole of double glass, reinforced, and with gaskets 
of rubber. This request should be considered as of particular 
urgency. 17 

The first thing to note is that the dimensions of the “gas-tight door” 
(Gasttir) do not coincide with those of the door of Leichenkeller 1 as 
it is shown in a plan (cf. Figure 7); in the latter, as we have already 
pointed out, the dimensions were approximately 1.80 x 1.90 meters. 
On the other hand, it would not be very functional to build a door 
scarcely 1 meter in width in a space from which it would be 
necessary to haul out thousands of cadavers (fifteen hundred, two 
thousand, three thousand, or four thousand, according to the various 
versions) after each spell of “gassing.” These dimensions do not 
square with what one would have a right to expect of a well-planned 
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installation for mass exterminations. Moreover, the utilization of 
gas-tight doors was common in premises that were capable of being 
converted into air raid shelters, and which were then provided with 
protection against air attacks with poison gas. The utilization of a 
gas-tight door was thus not to be wondered at in an underground 
room capable of being used, in case of necessity, as a shelter. 

So the fact that the Germans installed gas-tight doors does not 
necessarily prove that they installed gas chambers for killing people. 

***** 

As for the crematory furnaces, there exists a letter of 28 June 1943 
from the director of the Central Construction Office of the Waffen- 
SS and Police, Auschwitz ( Zentralbauleitung der Waffen-SS und 
Polizei Auschwitz) to SS-Sturmbannfuhrer Bischoff in which he 
indicates the capacity of the crematoriums of Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
With regard to the crematoriums in which we are interested here, he 
says: 

II. new crematorium (Birkenau) 1,440 cadavers 

5 crematories — 3 muffle furnaces 

III. new crematorium (Bikenau) 1,440 cadavers 

5 crematories — 3 muffle furnaces 18 

The stated cremation capacity corresponds to a time span of 
twenty-four hours. Therefore each muffle furnace would have to 
consume ninety-six cadavers per day, or, put another way, one 
cadaver every fifteen minutes. This is an absurd figure, as a majority 
of the Revisionist authors have made clear. Staglich states that “the 
incineration of a body in an ultramodern crematory furnace takes an 
hour and a half to two hours.” 19 For Italian researcher C. Mattogno, 
who cites as reference the En ciclopedia Italiana , “cremation of a 
cadaver lasts 60-75 minutes, with a consumption of about 300 kgs. of 
wood in gasoline furnaces; an hour and a half to two hours, with a 
consumption of 100-150 kgs. of bundles of kindling in direct 
combustion furnaces.” 20 For his part, Professor Faurisson states that 
in “the present-day crematorium of Charlottenburg-Spandau, each 
furnace burns no more than 15 to 17 cadavers in 24 hours.” 21 L.A. 
Rollins culls the following information published by the Los Angeles 
Times: “In the cremation process, a corpse is put into a furnace and 
subjected to a temperature of nearly 2,000 degrees for a period of 
two or three hours.” 22 The shortest incineration period we have been 
able to find is from “50 to 80 minutes.” 23 

It is symptomatic moreover that the signer of the document, 
Bischoff, was not bothered by the Allies after the war, despite the 
fact that he must have known better than anyone else about those 
supposed human slaughterhouses whose construction he 
supervised. 24 
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***** 

Recently the French researcher, J.C. Pressac, located a document 
that allegedly is “definitive proof’ of the existence of at least one gas 
chamber in crematorium III of Birkenau (see Figure 11). This “proof’ 
is a requisition order—or delivery order—of materials for 
crematorium III. It is signed by the director of the Central 
Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police, Auschwitz (Leiter 
der Zentralbauleitung der Waffen SS und Polizei Auschwitz) and by 
the Chief of Administration (Verwaltungsfuhrer). On the left-hand 
side of this document the handwritten words “Leichenkeller 1” 
appear, followed by the quantities of articles requested or delivered. 
Listed are “12 globe lights” ( Kugellampen ), “2 faucets” ( Zapfhahne ), 
“14 showerheads” (Brausen), and “1 gas-tight door” (gasdichte Tiir). 
This last notation is handwritten. In response to questions by a 
newspaperman, S. Klarsfeld, a colleague of Pressac’s, commented on 
this document as follows: 

A document which mentions at the same time a gas-tight door and 

14 showerheads. So, let’s be logical. If it’s a matter of a shower room, 

why this gas-tight door? This is unshakable proof. 

This document proves nothing. The Germans modified those 
premises that were capable of serving as shelters against air attacks 
employing poison gas. 25 It has been proven that the Allies 
bombarded Birkenau at least once, on 13 September 1944. 26 
Leichenkeller 1 of crematoriums II and III, being underground, 
could in case of necessity have served as shelters. 

V. Specialist Reports 

In Addendum II to his book, G. Wellers publishes a special 
chemical study made in Cracow on 15 December 1945 on the 
remains of the closure devices of the ventilation openings of 
Leichenkeller 1 of crematorium II; on hair from women who had 
been “gassed”; and on metallic objects encountered in that hair. 27 
The report concludes with the affirmation that in all those materials, 
“hydrocyanic acid was shown to be present,” which appears to 
confirm the thesis of a criminal employment of the crematoriums. 
However, there is an incongruity in this report which leads us to 
consider it with the greatest reserve. Since the ventilation openings 
mentioned are not evident in the plan we are acquainted with, it is 
probable they were a later addition, possibly for the purpose of 
putting the premises to some other use. This interpretation might 
support the thesis of the air raid shelter. There was already a 
precedent for it. Crematorium I of Auschwitz was converted into a 
shelter in 1943. 28 

However, a most careful analysis of the air photo taken by the 
American air force in August of 1944 (see Figure 9) allows us to 
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show that the four dark spots on the roof of Leichenkeller 1 are 
approximately 3.2 x 2 meters in size. 29 These measurements are not 
reconcilable with the size of the holes through which supposedly the 
gas was introduced into the chamber, according to the supporters of 
the official doctrine. 30 

The specialist*s report speaks of “four complete air vent closures 
and four damaged ones found during the visit to crematorium II of 
Birkenau.” In the aerial photograph taken in August of 1944, we see 
only four of these supposed—and enormous—openings. On the other 
hand, J.C. Pressac mentions that when the Russians reached 
Auschwitz, they found “the zinc openings of the overhead 
ventilation of Leichenkeller 1/gas chamber of crematorium II stored 
in the Auschwitz Bauho/,” 31 which contradicts the statement of the 
expert report to the effect that they had been found “during the visit 
to crematorium II of Birkenau.” 

But even admitting the expert’s report to be irreproachable we 
could not necessarily conclude that Leichenkeller 1 was a homicidal 
gas chamber. It would be perfectly plausible that this building had 
been fumigated or disinfected with hydrocyanic acid, a not 
infrequent occurrence in the concentration camp installations, 
especially those designed for containing cadavers. 

Lastly, it seems astonishing to us that together with the hair, used 
for industrial purposes in a war economy, “metallic objects” 
(eyeglass frames, zinc bodkins, and brass clasps and hairpins) were 
to be found. We doubt that the Germans—or their assistants— 
effected the haircutting with such haste and awkwardness. 

Nor can we, accordingly, consider this specialist’s report as a 
conclusive and evidential proof of the existence of a gas chamber for 
killing people. 


VI. Eyewitness Testimony 

Next we shall briefly set forth the principal testimonies which, in 
the judgment of G. Wellers, incontrovertibly prove—“with an 
abundance of proofs”—the use of crematoriums II and III of 
Birkenau for the mass extermination of human beings. 32 

Two of the testimonies, those of Rudolf Hoss and Pery Broad, 
come from members of the SS; the remaining two, those of Bendel 
and Wetzler, from Jewish internees. 

We shall limit ourselves to analyzing the paragraphs in these 
testimonies wherein express reference is made to the crematoriums, 
from the point of view of their veracity, and without entering into an 
analysis of their authenticity, which has been subjected to very harsh 
criticism by a number of Revisionist authors. 33 

a) Rudolf Hoss (commander of Auschwitz until 1 December 
1943). 
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The two large crematoriums I (II) and II (III) were constructed 
during the course of the winter of 1942/1943 and put into service in 
the spring of 1943. Each of them had five triple-hearth furnaces, and 
they could incinerate about two thousand cadavers in twenty-four 
hours . . . The two crematoriums I (II) and II (III) had underground 
rooms for disrobing and gas chambers that could be ventilated or have 
the air evacuated from them. The cadavers were transported by means 
of an elevator to the crematory furnaces above . . . 

The process of exterminaiton in Auschwitz was carried out in the 
following manner: the Jews slated for extermination were led to the 
crematoriums, men and women separately, in the calmest possible 
way. In the rooms set aside for disrobing, the special detail prisoners 
employed there told them in their own language that they had come to 
take a shower and be deloused . . . After undressing, the Jews entered 
the gas chamber. This was provided with showers and water pipes, 
which really gave it the look of a bathroom. The women and children 
entered first; they were followed by the men, who were always in the 
minority. This almost always went calmly . . . then the door was 
rapidly closed and the bolt thrown and the “disinfectors,” already 
alerted, threw the “cyclon” through the skylight and across the ceiling 
into the pipes through which it reached the ground. Thanks to to that, 
the gas spread out immediately. Through the peephole in the door it 
could be seen that those who were closest to the pipe through which 
the gas arrived were falling down dead. It may be stated that death was 
immediate for a third of those locked in the room. The others 
staggered, screamed, tried to find air. But their shrieks were forthwith 
changed into death rattles, and in a few minutes all had fallen to the 
ground. At the end of twenty minutes maximum, no one was moving . 

. . Half an hour after the sending in of the gas, the door was opened 
and the ventilation equipment turned on. Removal of the cadavers was 
begun immediately. The bodies showed no special signs; there was 
neither contortion nor a change in color . . . The work detail 
immediately busied itself extracting the gold teeth from the cadavers 
and cutting off the women’s hair. The bodies were then immediately 
transported by elevator up to the crematories, which had meanwhile 
been ignited. 34 

Critique: 

—Even though the wording is a bit confused, it may be deduced 
from the context that the aforementioned cremation capacity 
corresponds to each crematorium. However, the possibility of 
incinerating two thousand cadavers in five crematories of three 
muffle furnaces each is absurd. It would be equivalent to nearly six 
cadavers an hour per muffle furnace, or what amounts to the same 
thing, less then eleven minutes per cadaver. 

—According to the plan, the dimensions of the freight elevator 
were approximately 2 x 1.30 meters. Not very practical, therefore, 
for transporting the two thousand cadavers up to the level of the 
crematories. 
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—One would hardly be able to see through the peephole of the 
door how those persons closest to the “pipe” which fed in the gas 
“were falling down dead,” since due to the crowding of the room 
(nearly two thousand people in 210 square meters), it would not be 
possible to see beyond the first row of the human mass. Apart from 
the fact that it would be physically impossible to “fall” in an 
agglomeration of nine persons per square meter. 

—Hoss’s expression that “the door was opened and the ventilation 
equipment turned on” implies that these two actions were carried 
out simultaneously , which would have produced a catastrophic 
effect as the gas spread outside the room, putting the very lives of the 
executioners in danger. 

b) Pery Broad (low-ranking member— Unterscharfuhrer— of the 
Auschwitz garrison): 

Construction of the four new crematoriums in Birkenau, two of 
which were to be equipped with underground gas chambers, was 
speeded up by every available means. In each chamber, 4,000 units 
could be gassed simultaneously ... In crematoriums I (II) and II (III), 
these rooms [for disrobing] were also underground. A stone staircase 
about two meters wide led to the underground rooms . . . 
Crematoriums I (II) and II (III) were equipped with fifteen furnaces, 
each of which could hold four or five bodies. 35 

Critique: 

- The simultaneous “gassing” of four thousand “units” is 
absolutely implausible. It would have meant cramming in 19 
persons per square meter. 

— Crematoriums II and III were provided with five crematories 
(multiple furnaces) each, not fifteen. Each crematory had three 
muffle furnaces. The capacity which Broad attributes to each 
furnace (in reality, muffle furnace) merits as much belief as the four 
thousand “units” introduced in the gas chamber. 

c) Dr. P. Bendel (Auschwitz internee): 

A double railway line brought the deportees to the very door of the 
twin crematoriums 1 and 2. With their spacious rooms provided with 
telephones and radios, an ultramodern dissection room, and a 
museum of anatomical exhibits, they constituted, as an SS man 
unashamedly told me, “the best thing of this sort ever done.” 
Completed in January of 1943, their inauguration was honored with 
the presence of Himmler in person . . . The convoy of those 
condemned to death entered, by means of a stone stairway, into a 
large underground room which served as a disrobing room. The 
instructions were that everyone had to bathe and then immediately 
pass on to the disinfection . . . From there, completely naked, they 
went through a narrow corridor into the true gas chambers (two in 
number). Constructed of reinforced concrete, one has the impression 
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upon entering them that the ceiling was falling on your head, it was so 
low. In the middle of these rooms, coming down from the ceiling, two 
pipes with a grating around them and an exterior valve served for the 
emission of the gases. Through a little skylight placed in the double 
door of solid oak, the SS were able to follow the frightful death throes 
of all those unfortunates. The cadavers were taken out immediately 
after by the men of the work detail and placed in an elevator that 
carried them back up to the ground floor where the sixteen furnaces 
were located. Their total capacity was around two thousand cadavers 
in 24 hours. 38 

Critique: 

— Crematoriums I (II) and II (III) were not completed in January of 
1943 but in March and June, respectively, of the same year. 37 
Moreover, Himmler could not have been present at the 
“inauguration,” since he visited Auschwitz for the last time in July of 
1942. 38 

— The official thesis maintains that there was only one gas 
chamber (Leichenkeller 1) in each crematorium, and not two as this 
witness claims. These gas chambers were not “so low” as Bendel 
affirms. The median height, as we previously indicated, was 2.40 
meters. 

— The total number of crematories in each crematorium, as has 
been stated several times, was five, each with three muffle furnaces; 
therefore, Bendel’s version of the sixteen furnaces is false. 

d) Alfred Wetzler (Auschwitz internee): 

At present there are four crematoriums in operation in Birkenau, 
two large ones, I and II, and two small, III and IV. Those of type I and 
II consist of three parts: a) the furnace room; b)the great hall; c) the gas 
chamber. An enormous chimney rises above the furnace room, 
around which are grouped nine furnaces, each with four openings; 
each opening can receive three normal cadavers at one time, and at 
the end of an hour and a half the corpses are completely consumed. 
That represents a daily capacity of around 2,000 bodies. Near this 
room there is a large reception hall arranged so as to give the 
impression of being the lobby of a public bath. It holds 2,000 people, 
and apparently there is a similar waiting room on the floor below. 
From there, a door and several stairsteps take you to the gas chamber, 
which is very long and narrow. The walls of this room appear to 
contain shower entrances, for the purpose of deceiving the victims. In 
the ceiling are fixed three little doors that can be sealed hermetically 
from the outside. A track leads from the gas chamber toward the 
crematory room. The administering of the gas is done as follows: the 
unfortunate victims are taken to the hall (b) where they are ordered to 
disrobe ... Next the victims are brought together into the gas chamber 
(c). In order to squeeze this crowd into the cramped space, shots are 
frequently fired for the purpose of inducing those who have already 
got to the far end to move still closer together. When everyone is 
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inside, the heavy doors are closed. Then comes a short pause, probably 
to let the temperature of the room rise to a certain level, after which 
the SS men, wearing gas masks, climb to the roof, open the little doors, 
and drop a preparation in powder form taken from metal canisters 
labelled “Cyclon,” “For use against parasites.” ... At the end of three 
minutes everyone in the room has died. No one ever survived this 
treatment, whereas it was not uncommon to discover signs of life in 
those who had been executed in the birch forest, because of the 
primitive methods employed there. Next the room is opened, 
ventilated, and the Sonderkommando piles up the bodies on flatbed 
trucks and transports them to the crematory rooms where the 
incineration takes place. 39 

Critique: 

— We already know that each crematorium was provided with 
five crematories of three muffle furnaces each. The reference to the 
nine furnaces and four openings is pure invention. 

— The “great hall” is also a product of Wetzler’s imagination, just 
like the “waiting room ” on the ground floor. The “gas chamber” and 
the “crematory room” were not connected by a “track” but, as we 
know, by an elevator. 

—Accordingly, if the only means of access to the crematories from 
the supposed gas chamber was the freight elevator, the “flatbed 
truck” mentioned in the text would serve no purpose. 

— It would not be necessary for the SS men wearing gas masks to 
“climb” to the gas chamber, since the latter was underground, and its 
ceiling was practically at ground level. 

— But the best way of convincing ourselves that we are faced with 
apocryphal evidence is to compare the plan contained in Wetzler’s 
supposed original document (see Figure 12) with Figure 5, put out 
by the Auschwitz museum. The conclusion is obvious: Wetzler has 
never seen the place he describes. 

****** 

G. Wellers, in another work, deals with the testimony of Henryk 
Tauber, an ex-prisoner of Auschwitz, given on 24 May 1945 before 
the examining magistrate of the Court of Cracow. In general, this 
testimony is in agreement with the official thesis. However, it 
contains a contradiction where he states that he was assigned to the 
Sonderkommando of crematorium II on 4 March 1943, inasmuch as 
this crematorium was not turned over to the camp administration 
until the 31st day of that month. H. Tauber further declared: 

Between these two rooms [the disrobing room and the gas chamber] 
there was a corridor to which there was access from the outside by 
way of few stairs, and a chute down which they flung the cadavers 
coming from the camp, to convey them to the crematories. 40 
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This chute for cadavers establishes at least that the Germans had 
designed the crematoriums also for the incineration of prisoners 
who died from natural causes or epidemics, since, as we shall see, 
the “circuit” followed by those destined for extermination in the gas 
chambers was different. The tacit acknowledgement of the mixed 
use of the crematoriums that is derived from Tauber’s statement is 
per se disturbing for the credibility of the official doctrine. It is 
difficult to accept that the Germans had established a “circuit” for the 
cremation of the deceased from non-criminal causes which 
interfered with that followed by the victims of the gas chambers. It 
would have been much simpler to take the ones who died from 
natural causes directly to the crematory furnaces, avoiding their 
passage through the crowded basement of the crematorium. 

Finally, it must be emphasized that all these testimonies are 
mutually irreconcilable. For example: 

— For Hoss, the capacity of the gas chambers was three thousand 
persons, for Broad four thousand, and for Wetzler two thousand. 

— The number of crematory furnaces per crematorium was five 
for Hoss (each with three hearths or muffle furnaces), fifteen for 
Broad, sixteen for Dr. Bendel, and nine (each with four openings) for 
Wetzler. 

— Each crematorium had one gas chamber according to Hoss and 
Wetzler, and two according to Bendel. 

— The openings for the introduction of gas into the chamber were 
several (without specifying) for Hoss, two for Bendel, and three for 
Wetzler. 

— The doors of the gas chamber were one for Hoss, one “double 
door” for Bendel, and several (without specifying) for Wetzler. 

— The duration of the execution for “gassing” was twenty to thirty 
minutes for Hoss and three minutes for Wetzler. 

— The duration of the cremation of one cadaver was, on the 
average, eleven minutes for Hoss and an hour and a half for Wetzler. 

In view of the foregoing, one may well ask whether there is really 
anything in which these testimonies coincide. That notwithstanding, 
G. Wellers has the audacity to offer them as proof of the existence of 
the gas chambers, stating that the divergencies produced are 
“inevitable and natural.” 41 

VII. An Absurd Extermination Process 

Now let us compare the alleged extermination, just as the official 
thesis claims it was carried out in crematoriums II and III, with the 
physical configuration, capacity, and dimensions of these 
installations (see Figure 13). 
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a. Entrance to the “disrobing room.” Access to the basement of the 
crematorium was originally by a door located in the main building 
itself, since Leichenkeller 1 and 2 lacked direct access from the 
outside. At least that is what one deduces from the plan. But in 
accordance with some testimonies, a stairway was presumably built 
at one end of Leichenkeller 2 in order to give access to the latter 
directly, a matter that is confirmed upon viewing photographs of the 
ruins of the crematoriums. On the other hand, we find no 
explanation of why the Germans constructed an underground 
“disrobing room,” when it would have been simpler and more 
economical to make it at ground level. On the other hand, the 
location underground was perfectly logical if in reality it was a 
question of a mortuary, just as the plans indicate. 

But let us follow the official thesis. Let us accept that two 
thousand, three thousand or four thousand persons used the 
aforementioned stairway to enter the 396.5 square meters (less what 
it would be necessary to deduct for the space occupied by the eleven 
columns that supported the ceiling) of Leichenkeller 2. By straining 
our imagination, let us suppose that we have managed to 
accommodate five, seven, or ten persons per square meter, 
according to the various sources. Think of the discomfort and 
nervous strain of maneuvering and getting undressed in that mass of 
people, bearing in mind that the members of the Sonderkommando 
also went into the disrobing room in order to calm down the victims 
(testimony of Rudolf Hoss). In those circumstances, the possibility 
for many of them to put their clothes on the racks (testimony of Dr. 
Bendel) would be very limited, taking into account also the existence 
of the “wooden benches” (testimony of Henryk Tauber), which 
would even further reduce the available space. 

b. Once undressed, the victims would go out through a narrow 
corridor to reach a little vestibule (Vorraum) which gave access to 
the gas chamber. In the nature of things, the latter room, scarcely 
210 square meters in area, would already be chock-full before the 
last victims had got out of the disrobing room. But let us put that 
problem aside and imagine that the Germans had succeeded in 
stuffing the two thousand, three thousand, or four thousand 
people—who still did not suspect anything—into the gas chamber. 
To do so, it would be necessary to press nine, fourteen, or nineteen 
persons respectively into each square meter. And in that precise 
moment, the SS would proceed to “gas” the crowd by means of a 
procedure which we shall describe in detail further on. 

c. The “gassing” once completed, the energetic members of the 
Sonderkommando had to get on with the hauling of the cadavers 
from the jam-packed gas chamber of 30 x 7 meters with only one 
door approximately 1.80 x 1.90 meters (or 2 x 1.92 if we credit 
document NO-4465). An accomplishment that would undoubtedly 
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have taken a great deal of time, even for the most enthusiastic 
Stakhanovites of extermination. 

The next phase consisted in the cutting of hair and the extraction 
of gold teeth from the cadavers, a labor which, apart from being slow 
and awkward (jaws clenched by rigor mortis], would also be very 
dangerous, since the lethal agent (hydrocyanic acid], a very 
penetrating gas, would have got into the mucus and been retained in 
the mouth and in the folds of the body, as well as in the hair. 42 

Afterwards, so the official thesis claims, they would proceed to 
raise the cadavers up to the level of the cremation room by means of 
the little freight elevator (approximately 2 x 1.30 meters] located in 
the same vestibule in which the cadavers were being piled up on top 
of those the members of the Sonderkommando were operating on in 
their new assignment as barbers and dentists. Logically, the hauling 
of the some hundreds or thousands of cadavers to the cremation 
room by means of such a small freight elevator would again have 
taken a great deal of time and an eternity of ascending and 
descending. 

d. When we arrive at the moment of the cremation of the cadavers, 
another unsolvable problem arises. In effect, if we consider that the 
time it takes to cremate one corpse is fifty minutes, which is the 
shortest time we have been able to find (see page 309], then it would 
have been possible to consume only fifteen cadavers in that length of 
time, which gives us a daily total of 432. So that to convert Hoss’s 
two thousand cadavers into ashes, for example, would have taken 
more than four days, assuming that the furnaces were functioning 
without interruption twenty-four hours a day. Thus the process of 
extermination of only a single batch of victims would have jammed 
the system for four days at a minimum. And thus becomes quite 
implausible the thesis maintained by the Auschwitz museum 
through its scale models (see Figure 14] that while the gas chamber 
was being cleared and the victims taken to the crematory furnaces, 
the next shift was being prepared in the disrobing room. 

VIII. An Aberrant Gas Chamber 

Finally let us linger over the supposed gas chamber proper. 

As we have already pointed out, the official thesis has it that 
Leichenkeller 1 of crematoriums II and III was really a gas chamber 
used for homicide. Now let us see why we consider that the selection 
of this particular place for extermination by means of poison gas is a 
technical aberration. 

a. We can not understand the reason why the Germans 
constructed underground gas chambers. It makes no sense. There is 
no motive for doing so. Quite the contrary: not having built them at 
ground level entailed a series of additional problems. In the first 
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place, the low temperature would make the evaporation of the 
hydrocyanic acid more difficult. In effect, even if the evaporation 
occurs at 0° centigrade, “HCN [hydrocyanic acid] evaporated more 
rapidly at a high temperature.” 43 Why were the Germans stupidly 
going to construct an underground and therefore colder building? 
Why retard the evaporation of the HCN? Why make the 
extermination process slower? It is absurd. In the second place, if 
the Germans had built the gas chamber at ground level, they would 
have spared themselves the installation of the freight elevator, which 
necessarily even further delayed the hauling of the cadavers to the 
cremation room. A more rational arrangement would have placed 
the gas chamber at ground level, that is, at the level of the furnaces, 
so that the “traffic” between them and the gas chamber would have 
been enormously simplified. Thus, the concept of an underground 
gas chamber was not logical from the point of view of the 
extermination process either. On the other hand, this arrangement 
of the building would be perfectly logical if the German wished to 
utilize it as a mortuary, as indicated in the plans. Given the fact that 
the process of the cremation of cadavers was slow, a space, a “cold 
room,” was designed for storing them up to the moment of 
incineration. This “cold room” served the purpose of retarding 
decomposition. The ventilation system which is shown in the plan of 
the cross section of Leichenkeller 1 would serve to eliminate the 
odors arising from putrefaction. 44 Thus, the thesis maintained by G. 
Wellers and other authors that the Germans employed a code 
language whose key has not yet been found and according to which: 

Leichenkeller 1 = gas chamber 
Leichenkeller 2 = disrobing room 

is based solely on groundless speculation. 

With regard to the temperature, G. Wellers maintains the 
following theory: 

In a room that is closed and airtight and also full of human beings, 
the temperature must have risen rapidly. The boiling temperature of 
hydrocyanic acid is 26° [centigrade]. Without the least doubt, under 
these conditions, the hydrocyanic acid passed into a gaseous state, and 
the various surfaces—the walls, the ceiling, the skin area of the bodies 
of those executed, their hair—reached or exceeded the boiling 
temperature of the hydrocyanic acid. Thus, a fairly powerful ventilator 
must have rapidly evacuated the hydrocyanic acid vapors, which did 
not condense on the warm surfaces. 45 

Wellers does not explain how the temperature could pass almost 
instantly from some degrees below zero—supposedly they continued 
to use the gas chamber even during the severe winters of Eastern 
Europe—to 26° centigrade above zero. Again, the air that was going 
to be used for ventilation came directly from the outside; so it was a 
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question of a current of cold air capable of causing condensation of 
the HCN and thus making its evacuation more difficult. But even 
accepting Wellers’s allegation, the reason for construction of an 
underground chamber would still be unexplained. On this point the 
official thesis is confronted with an obstacle that in our judgment is 
insurmountable. 

b. If the Germans had wished to install gas chambers for 
homicidal purposes, they would naturally have proceeded in 
accordance with scientific criteria, based on functional designs 
adapted to the end in view. In other words, they would have to have 
provided their gas chambers with a few minimum technical 
requisites. Let us see, by way of example, what the professionals in 
the field of fumigation by means of gas demand of their installations: 

Even the most toxic gases require a certain minimum period of 
exposure and concentration if they are to be lethal. Thus, any room 
devised to serve this objective regularly must be so constructed that 
airtightness is assured. The type of material used in its construction is 
of little importance, because it can be made impermeable by the 
application of coatings of chlorine rubber, bituminous, or plastic 
materials. 

A well-designed fumigation chamber, besides being airtight, must 
have an adequate system for vaporization of the fumigants and for 
ventilation, as well as a system of simple functioning that reduces 
technical manipulation to a minimum. 46 

Nothing similar to that was to be found in the supposed gas 
chambers of crematoriums II and III of Birkenau. Airtightness was 
nonexistent, particularly in the “wells” or openings through which 
presumably the gas was introduced. 47 Nor is there evidence of any 
lining or coating whatsoever. The various testimonies and the 
remains themselves indicate only bare concrete walls. Nor was there 
a vaporization system, the executioners resigning themselves to the 
primitive and awkward method reported by Hoss and other 
witnesses. As for the ventilation, we have already seen that although 
Leichenkeller 1 had a system available for drawing out the air 
( Entluftungskanal ), the latter, placed in the lowest part of the 
building, would hardly have been able to eliminate the hydrocyanic 
acid vapors, first because the hodgepodge of cadavers would have 
obstructed the air exhaust vents; and in the second place because 
HCN is lighter than air and would have become concentrated in the 
upper part of the chamber. 

G. Wellers claims that the existence of this Entluftungskanal is one 
more indication proving that Leichenkeller 1 was a gas chamber: 

When you round out these facts with an attentive examination of the 
plans of the Leichenkeller Nos. 1 and 2 of crematoriums II (I) and III 
(II), you observe that cellar No. 1 is not so long as cellar No. 2 and, 
above all, that it is provided with a ventilation and air exhaust 
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mechanism that is perfectly visible and noted in the vertical section, 
whereas the Leichenkeller No. 2 does not have any similar 
equipment. 48 (See Figure 15). 

Wellers is mistaken on this last point. The report of the test engineer 
of the Topf company, manufacturer of the crematory furnaces, 
dated 29 January 1943, establishes: 

The delivery of the aeration and ventilation equipment of the 
mortuaries has been delayed due to a lack of available freight cars. 46 

Let it be emphasized that the technician uses the plural to refer to 
“the mortuaries,” whereby he implies that both places were provided 
with ventilation installations. In the same sense, J.-C. Pressac affirms 
that Leichenkeller 2 also had a system of ventilation “by air intake” 
through pipes. 50 Thus, the existence of a ventilation conduit in 
Leichenkeller 1 does not prove it was a gas chamber used for killing 
people, since Leichenkeller 2, which is supposed to have been only a 
disrobing room, has one as well. 

In short, it appears that the Germans had omitted even the most 
elementary components of a simple fumigation chamber in their 
attempt, supposedly scientific and well planned, to construct 
homicidal gas chambers. 


* * 


* * * 


Fumigation or disinfestation chambers are provided moreover 
with a mechanism that produces an air current in a closed circuit in 
order to accelerate and make more efficient the fulfillment of its task. 
Note how the technicians explain this question: 

In a simple chamber, the diffusion of the gas depends on the normal 
velocity of expansion. This slow process can be considerably 
accelerated by means of the artificial movement or better circulation of 
the air [emphasis in the original]. The most efficient method of 
circulation is to extract the gas on one side of the chamber by means of 
an airtight ventilator, leading it through a tube to the other side, where 
it is again pumped into the chamber. Circulation of the gas by this 
means assures the most complete distribution within the chamber 
[emphasis in the original]. When passing across a vaporizer 
incorporated in the circulatory system, the current of air will draw up 
and spread the fumigant. The efficiency of the gas will be increased by 
hooking up a hermetic heater that will gradually raise the temperature 
of the room. 51 

This system of circulation is demonstrably of great efficiency, as 
shown in Figure 15. 

As we have repeatedly indicated, although Leichenkeller 1 had a 
ventilation-exhaust system, the system, so Hoss declares, was set in 
operation upon completion of the “gassing” (“half an hour after 
sending in the gas, the door was opened and the ventilation 
equipment turned on”). There was therefore no circulatory system. 
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Half an hour after introduction of the Zyklon, the concentration of 
gas in the chamber would be very irregular (see Figure 15). This fact 
is difficult to reconcile, for example, with the “three minutes” that 
Wetzler indicates as the duration of the “gassing.” 

An objection will possibly be made, nevertheless, that the situation 
indicated in Figure 15 would only occur in the case of an ordinary 
fumigation or disinfestation. It is very probable that in a “gassing” of 
humans in a crowded room conditions might be different, but that 
does not prevent us from recognizing the utility of the circulatory 
system, inasmuch as in both cases—fumigation and “gassing”—it was 
a question of applying and distributing the gas as rapidly and 
uniformly as possible. 

The most curious thing is that the fumigation chambers we have 
made reference to were in the same concentration camps. 52 
Immediately our attention is drawn to the fact that fumigation and 
disinfestation chambers, sanitary and hygienic installations, were 
constructed in an “extermination camp”; and, above all, that the 
Germans learned nothing from them in constructing their supposed 
gas chambers for killing humans. 

Perhaps it would be instructive to understand, if only 
superficially, an industrial fumigation or insect control installation 
such as that we reproduce in Figures 17 and 17a, in order to have a 
faint idea of what an establishment dedicated to the mass 
extermination of humans would have to have been, from a technical 
point of view. Alongside such an installation the crematoriums and 
the procedures supposedly used in Auschwitz are mere bungling. 

c. The lethal agent employed, according to the official thesis, was 
an insecticide and fumigant known under the trade name of Zyklon 
B or Zyklon , which the manufacturer, the Deutsche Gesellschaft fur 
Schadlingsbekampfung m.b.H. (abbrev., DEGESCH), defines in the 
following manner: 

In Zyklon, 98%-99% pure liquid hydrocyanic acid is chemically 
stabilized and absorbed in a porous and inert material. It is available in 
small pieces (snippets) or in disks of wood pulp. 53 

The hydrocyanic acid evaporates slowly—depending upon 
ambient conditions such as humidity and temperature—from the 
porous base used as a carrier. This slowness operates to make the 
action of the insect control one of long duration, as indicated by the 
manufacturer: 

Exposure times may vary greatly, for example, from 2 to 72 hours. The 
different types of pests, small air leaks in dwellings, and unfavorable 
weather conditions, difficulties of penetration and other 
circumstances must be taken into account in determining the 
concentration and time of exposure. 54 
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The application of Zyklon is a complex operation in that a team of 
several persons, technically trained, must distribute the product 
carefully according to the parasite to be destroyed and the volume of 
the premises. The operation must be carried out within the confines 
of the area undergoing disinfestation (see Figure 19). Nevertheless, 
under special conditions, such as clearing a ship’s hold of rats, the 
Zyklon may be hurled from cover, without the necessity of entering 
the area personally (see Figure 20). 55 

***** 

One of the peculiarities of hydrocyanic acid is its high toxicity to 
humans. Miniscule quantities are sufficient to cause a person’s 
death. The Encyclopaedia Britannica, for example, points out that 
“exposure to concentrations of 200-500 parts [of HCN] per 1,000,000 
parts of air for 30 minutes is usually fatal.” 50 Even Exterminationist 
authors admit that a dosage of one milligram per kilo of body weight 
“is the minimum dosage that causes death with certainty.” 57 With 
some seventy milligrams, therefore, one could end the life of a 
person of seventy kilos. That means that theoretically at least it 
would be possible to “gas” two thousand people with scarcely 140 
grams of hydrocyanic acid. 

What was the dosage employed by the Germans in the gas 
chambers of crematoriums II and III? According to Hoss, to “gas” 
fifteen hundred people, a minimum of seven one-kilo cans of Zyklon 
B were needed. 58 Bearing in mind that Zyklon B is composed of 
98%-99% hydrocyanic acid, it is apparent that the employment of at 
least seven kilos assumes that a minimum of 6,860 grams of 
hydrocyanic acid was introduced into the chamber. [Editor’s note: 
While the HCN accounted for a fraction of the net weight of the 
Zyklon B can, since it was absorbed in a stabilizer, normally the cans 
were labeled with, and thus designated by, the weight of the HCN 
ingredient alone.] If we accept that seventy milligrams are sufficient 
to cause the death of a person of average size, logic tells us that the 
fifteen hundred people in the gas chamber would have died on 
inhaling altogether no more than 105 grams. In other words, 98.47% 
of the lethal agent would still be in the gas chamber at the 
completion of the “gassing.” The statements of Wellers then are 
inaccurate in reasoning that the concentration of hydrocyanic acid 
“must have decreased rapidly in concequence of the absorption of 
the vapors by the lungs of those executed,” 59 and that “the 
‘disinfector’ on duty, skillful after a certain amount of experience, 
knew how to avoid Vasting’ the weapon of the crime.” 00 Besides, it is 
not logical that the Germans should introduce an excessive quantity 
of Zyklon B when only the smallest fraction of the same amount 
would have achieved their objective. The quantity indicated by Hoss 
would have had as a result that the gas chamber would be filled with 
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hydrocyanic acid precisely at the moment in which the victims had 
already died and the ventilation process was going to be started. 

In any event we realize that adducing all these technical factors as 
proof is pointless if we accept that the Germans succeeded in 
cramming fifteen hundred, two thousand, or three thousand people 
into the approximately five hundred cubic meters of the gas 
chamber. Under those conditions the gas would have been 
unnecessary. 

To put an end to this section, we do not wish to omit the contents 
of a letter of a professional toxicologist and judicial expert, Louis 
Truffert, directed to LICRA (International League Against Racism 
and Antisemitism) on the occasion of the trial which brought that 
organization into confrontation with Professor Faurisson. 01 Wellers 
claims that the toxicologist’s letter confirmed the official thesis. 
Truffert stated among other things that Zyklori B 

rapidly releases vapors of hydrocyanic acid, without, however, 
achieving a considerable concentration in the atmosphere when that is 
maintained below the boiling point of the poison . . . 

That is why it does not seem to me at all impossible that the persons 
not provided with gas masks might without difficulty enter a gas 
chamber containing nude bodies whose temperature was likely still to 
exceed 26 degrees centigrade (therefore not capable of retaining the 
poison by absorption), however little it had been ventilated, even very 
slightly. 62 

Now let us consider some objections to Truffert’s thesis. In the first 
place, if the Zyklon does not reach a “considerable concentration” 
below 26 degrees centigrade, then there is no explaining why the 
Germans constructed underground gas chambers, ensuring lower 
temperatures (see page 319). In the second place, and against 
Truffert’s opinion, the manufacturer of Zyklon establishes standards 
that are much more strict with respect to ventilation: 

Ventilation: 

During this period gas masks must be worn. Ventilation takes place 
in the reverse direction to the application of the gas (gassing). All 
windows near the entrance are opened first, and later gradually those 
in the rest of the building. It is advisable to work only 10 to 15 minutes 
at a time and to make interruptions of half an hour as a precaution 
against skin poisoning. 

According to [Zyklon] concentration, outside temperature and 
climate conditions, ventilation should continue for at least ten hours. 
The duration also depends on the type of building, and the number, 
size and location of windows and other openings. 63 

The above text illustrates the exhaustive precautions that must be 
adopted when carrying out fumigation work with hydrocyanic acid. 
Although the strict instructions of the manufacturer refer to natural 
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ventilation by means of doors and windows, the conditions present 
in the supposed gas chamber and its ventilation system (entry of cold 
air capable of condensing the gas, ventilation openings at ground 
level, probably sealed off by the jumble of cadavers, and high 
concentration of hydrocyanic acid at the end of the “gassing”) would 
hardly allow the entry of persons without gas masks to undertake the 
hard physical exertion of hauling cadavers after only a limited 
ventilation. 

But there is more. On the occasion of the aforementioned litigation 
between LICRA and related organizations on one side, and 
Faurisson on the other, the latter visited the toxicologist, Truffert, 
showing him the plans and the scheme of operation of the supposed 
gas chamber of Leichenkeller 1. In Faurisson’s words, this was the 
toxicologist’s reaction: 

He immediately exclaimed about the impossibility of a homicidal 
gassing operation in such conditions. It is that which he wanted to 
confirm for us in a letter dated 3 April 1981, a copy of which was to be 
received by the LICRA. Here is the passage that directly concerns the 
question: “Nevertheless, the observation that I made, [in my response 
to LICRA], concerning the possibility of going into a room containing 
bodies poisoned with hydrocyanic acid without a gas mask, involves 
the case of a gas chamber at ground level, opening to the fresh air, and 
it is evident that important reservations must be made in the case of 
underground installations. Such a situation would require a very large 
ventilation apparatus and draconian precautions in order to avoid 
pollution likely to be caused by accidents.” 64 

In consequence, we believe that the report of toxicologist L. 
Truffert can not be considered proof of the existence of a homicide 
gas chamber either. 


IX. Recapitulation 

And now, finally, let us summarize the conclusions we have 
reached in this brief study. 

a. The situation of the Birkenau camp, and of crematoriums II and 
III within the camp, was not suitable for carrying out a massive 
extermination of human beings under conditions of even the most 
elementary secrecy. 

b. Crematoriums II and III, as revealed to us in the plans, were 
simple installations designed for the cremation of cadavers, with all 
the auxiliary facilities typical of such installations: underground 
mortuaries to retard decomposition, dissection and autopsy rooms, 
coal bunkers, cremation rooms, etc. To this date there is no 
document known which indicates that the crematoriums were 
anything other than what the plans show. This fact has compelled 
the partisans of “orthodoxy” to invent the theory of the “secret code” 
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whereby the SS, using commonplace terms, presumably concealed 
the reality of the gas chambers. 

c. Such documents as are available to support the official thesis 
offer no proof of the criminal character of these installations. The 
mention of “gas-tight doors” does not necessarily prove the existence 
of gas chambers used for homicide. Not to mention that the 
authenticity of some of these documents is at the very least dubious. 

d. The studies and reports of the specialists do not seem 
conclusive either. The report of Truffert, the toxicologist, suffers 
from one grave deficiency: he was not acquainted with the physical 
situation of the gas chambers. When Professor Faurisson revealed it 
to him, Truffert reconsidered his position. The “specialist’s report” of 
Cracow is limited to recording the existence of residues of HCN on 
some objects which are said to have come from the crematoriums. 
We have already demonstrated a clear contradiction on this last 
point. 

e. The testimonies of the survivors (internees and former members 
of the SS) are mutually irreconcilable, some of them even internally 
so. For the most part they are absurd and do not square with the 
physical configuration of the actual sites. 

f. The aerial photographs taken during the war do not corroborate 
the official doctrine, but quite the contrary. There are no signs of 
smoke from the chimneys, nor masses of people around the 
crematoriums. These graphic documents, analyzed at the time by 
Allied photography experts, were not used in the postwar trials. 
That is the best proof that it was not possible to detect in them 
anything remotely like a mass extermination. And we emphasize 
that these photographs were taken at a time when the “Holocaust” of 
Auschwitz was theoretically at its culmination point. 

g. The “industrial” process that would have been necessary in the 
extermination and incineration to accord with the physical 
configuration of the premises and with the testimonies is manifestly 
irrational. Moreover, neither the disrobing room, nor the gas 
chamber, nor the freight elevator, nor the capacity of the crematory 
furnaces was adapted to a slaughter of the proportions claimed by 
the official thesis. 

h. The contradiction in the case of the gas chamber is particularly 
patent. It implies that the Germans renounced the employment of a 
technology in which they were world leaders (fumigation and 
disinfestation gas chambers) in order to “engineer” instead a botched 
mess in which the process of annihilation by gas would have been 
slow, cumbersome, and fatal for the executioners themselves. 

In view of all the foregoing, our conclusion is obvious: The thesis 
of the extermination of great masses of human beings by means of 
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poison gas in the gas chambers of crematoriums II and III of Birkenau 
is untenable. 

The official thesis , moreover, combines all the requisites of a 
historical hoax. 

Appendix I. The Surprising Thesis of J.-C. Pressac 

J.-C. Pressac, the aforementioned French Exterminationist author, 
after a series of investigations in Auschwitz, has arrived at the 
conclusion that all the crematoriums of Birkenau were conceived 
originally without any criminal purpose, but later “adapted” with the 
intent of carrying out a massive extermination: 

Initially crematorium II—and consequently III—was not planned in 
1941 for mass homicide. It was converted for this purpose later. This 
surprising conclusion derives from a study of the initial plans, 
correspondence, contemporary photos, and the testimonies of the 
survivors. 1 
And again: 

Crematoriums IV and V were not conceived as criminal instruments 
but were converted to that end. 2 

Pressac’s position, which implies a Copernican revolution in the 
Exterminationist doctrine, is difficult to reconcile with the memoirs 
of Hoss, until now considered to be the principal proof of the 
existence of the gas chambers. Let us have a look at what Hoss, the 
former commander of Auschwitz, states in his supposed memoirs: 

In the summer of 1941, when [Himmler] personally gave me the 
order to prepare in Auschwitz an installation designed for mass 
extermination and charged me with its operation, I could not imagine 
the extent of this undertaking or the effect it would produce. 3 

And: 

A few days after [the meeting with Himmler] I sent to the 
Reichsfuhrer by special messenger a detailed plan of the location and 
an exact description of the projected installations. I never received an 
answer nor a decision in the matter. Later, Eichmann told me in 
passing that Himmler was in agreement. 4 

Pressac, however, maintains that crematoriums II and III of 
Birkenau were designed later than October of 1941. 5 Therefore, and 
according to the thesis of the French author, the Germans were 
designing their crematoria as hygienic installations devoid of any 
criminal character after Hoss received the order to prepare 
installations for mass extermination. The sequence of events—if we 
follow Pressac’s logic in relation with the official doctrine—would 
have to be as follows: 

1. In the summer of 1941 Hoss received the order to prepare one 
or several extermination installations and went so far as to prepare a 
plan, which Himmler approved. 
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2. Later, despite Himmler’s instructions, Hoss designed several 
large-capacity crematoriums of a sanitary and hygienic character, 
with no criminal features. 

3. Finally, at some unknown date, Hoss, with criminal intent, 
converted several installations conceived for sanitary use, already 
under construction or perhaps completed, into extermination 
facilities. 

In our judgment, the Exterminationist thesis at this point finds 
itself in a blind alley. If, with Pressac, we analyze the Birkenau 
crematoriums in depth, we come to the conclusion that their original 
conception is incompatible with the role they are given as wholesale 
human slaughterhouses. 6 But if we admit the commonplace 
character of the crematoriums—at least in their conception—we 
then enter into contradiction with the supposed memoirs of Hoss, 
which until now have been considered the cornerstone of the 
Auschwitz legend. 

As Professor Faurisson has said, with J.-C. Pressac’s analysis, the 
legend of the gas chambers “has entered its death throes.” 

Appendix II. 

Marginal Notes to an Aerial Photograph of Auschwitz 

Figures 8 and 8a have an extraordinary historical value. The 
photograph was taken by the U.S. Air Force on 25 August 1944 and 
then went completely unnoticed, without anything abnormal being 
found in it by the photo intrepretation specialists of the time. It was 
not until 1979, as a result of the telecast of the Holocaust series, that 
two specialists of the CIA, D.A. Brugioni and R.G. Poirier, rescued it 
from the dusty archives, interpreting it and commenting on it 
according to the official dogma. 1 In spite of their Exterminationist 
good intentions, the authors had to acknowledge that 

even though the camp survivors remember a cloud of smoke and 
flames that issued continuously from the chimneys of the crematory 
furnaces and that was visible in a radius of some kilometers, the 
photographs we have studied do not offer any positive proof . 2 

G. Wellers comments on this grave disagreement with the official 
thesis as follows: 

In short, the photos do not confirm the statements according to which 
the crematories and burial pits were in constant activity every day. 

I am willing to believe that it is more a matter of an expression then 
a daily reality: when we say: “I’m dying of hunger,” we are not really at 
the brink of death . 3 

The confession of Wellers is important insofar as it serves to 
acknowledge that it is not necessary to take the testimony of the 
supposed witnesses literally. It is an important concession. In order 
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to give his argument more force, the French author remarks that on 
the date the photograph was taken, no convoys of Jews arrived at 
Auschwitz. According to Wellers, 

this explains perfectly the absence, on the days indicated, of 
exceptional activity around the crematoria and of clouds of smoke 
issuing from the chimneys or from the incineration pits. 4 

As we have stated, the photograph which we reproduce is dated 
25 August 1944, a date on which, according to the Kalendarium of 
Auschwitz, no convoy arrived at Birkenau. But the previous day, 
according to the same source, yielded the arrival of five convoys 
destined for extermination. And it is absolutely inconceivable that 
several thousands of people could be exterminated and incinerated 
in less than 24 hours without leaving the slightest trace. In the 
photograph, which, according to the position of the shadows, was 
taken in the early hours of the morning, there is not the slightest 
trace of smoke, open fires, or movement of crowds of people or 
vehicles around the crematoriums to be detected. That the five 
convoys slated for extermination should have vanished into thin air 
in less that 24 hours without leaving any traces is one of the typical 
physical impossibilities that characterize the Auschwitz legend. 

With regard to the photograph itself, we call attention to several 
aspects we find interesting. The gate to crematorium II is open, 
which is surprising in an installation supposedly ultrasecret. The 
photo interpretation specialists of 1979 explain that it was due to the 
fact that a group of prisoners was making its way in that direction in 
order to be exterminated. 5 Wellers, who knows that according to the 
Kalendarium no convoys arrived that day, has to correct the analysts 
of the CIA: 

We have to think, with some reservations, that on the 25th of August 
it was a question of a transfer of a group of detainees from Birkenau to 
the Neuengamme camp. 6 

Therefore in the opposite direction. 

On the other hand, no one has explained the function of the 
garden which was situated on the grounds of the crematorium. In 
good Exterminationist logic, it must have formed part of the attrezzo 
[stage effects] arranged on the scene by the Germans to confuse their 
victims about their fatal destiny. 

The rectangular hole located in the upper part of the enclosure of 
crematorium II is characterized by the CIA analysts, inclined 
towards any interpretation of a sinister kind, as a “possible 
cremation pit,” without noting the absurdity of digging a pit to burn 
cadavers when the logical thing would be to burn them on a pyre. 

In short, the interpretation given by the analysts of 1979 to this 
photograph prove the legend’s power of suggestion: Brugioni and 
Poirier are “seeing” the extermination process on a day when, 



330 


THE JOURNAL OF HISTORICAL REVIEW 


according to the official sources themselves, there was no such 
extermination. 
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Figure 1: Plan of the Auschwitz region, 

(from M. Gilbert, Auschwitz and the Allies) 
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Figure 2: 

Plan of Birkenau 
(Auschwitz II). 

(from G. Wellers, 

Les chambres d gaz ont exists] 
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Figure 4: Women 
on the Birkenau 
ramp. 

Crematorium III 
is in the 
background. 

(from Casaril, 
L’Album d’Auschwitz) 
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Figure 5: Plan of 
crematorium II at Birkenau. 

(from AAW, Les chambres d gaz 
secret d’Etat) 
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Figure 6: 

Crematory room of 
crematorium II or 
III (while under 
construction). 

(from KL Auschwitz) 
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Figure 7: Plan of 
crematorium III 
(crematorium II 
was its mirror 



l Stairs to changing room; 2 Changing room; s Gas chamber; 
■ concrete pillar; ® gas inlet; 4 Lift for corpses; 5 Chute for remains of 
corpses; 6 Incineration room; 7 Ovens, each with 3 chambers; 8 
Chimney; 9 Coke store; 10 Washroom WC; 11 Kommandofuhrer's office; 
12 Execution room; 13 Room where gold fillings melted down in 
crematorium 2, dissecting room; 14 In crematorium 3 quarters of those 
who melted down gold fillings 
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gure 8: Aerial photograph 
taken by the U.S. Army Air 
t*orce on August 25, 1944 . 

(from Brugioni and Poirier, The 

holocaust Revisited) 
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Figure 8a: Enlargement of the preceding photograph (Figure 8), showing 
details of crematorium II. (from Brugioni and Poirier, The Holocaust Revisited) 
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Figure 9: 

South and west 
facades of 
crematorium III. 


(from Casaril, 
L’AIbum d’Auschwitz] 
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29. Jamuir 1943 


Ef tgb.Hr. 1 2225o/43/Bi/L. 

Botr,: Krematoriun II, Bauzuctand. 

Bezugt yernochreibon deo ^-WVHA Hr. 2648 vom 28.1.43* 
Anlg.i 1 Prtifbericht 

An 

Ant zgruppehchof C, 

^-Brigadefiihrer und Generalnajor 
der Waffen-ft Dr. Ing. Karmler, 

Eerlin-Lichterf elde-VTeBt 
Unter den Eichen 126-135 

Das Erematorium II wurde unter Einsatz aller ver- 
fligbaren Erafte trotz unsagbarer sobwierigkeiten und Proa 
wetter bei Tag- und Hachbetrieb blB auf bauliche Kleinlg- 
keiten fertiggestellt. Die Cfen warden im Beisein dee Hei 
Obcringcnicur PrtLfor der auBfilhrendon Firma, Pinna Topf r 
Sdhne, Erfurt, angefeuert und funtionioren tadelloo* Die 
Eisenbetondecke des leichenkellerB konnte lnfolge Pr03tei 
wirkung noch nicht auBgeechalt werden, Die i8t ^eaoch un- 
bedeutend, da der V erga Bungakeller hlerfUr bontltzt werdei 
kann,. 

Die Firma Topf u. sdhne konnte infolge waggoneper] 
die Ee- und EntlOftungsanlage nicht wie von der Zentralbt 
leitung gefordert rechtzeitig anliefcrn. Hach Eintreffen 
der Ee- und Entllif tungcanlage wird Jodoch nit dem Einbau 
eofort bcgonren, sodazo vorauDoichtlich am 2o.2.43 die A; 
vollstandig botriebofertig ict. 

Ein Bericht dea Priif ingenieura der Firma Topf u. 
Sbhnc, Erfurt, wird beigclegt. 

Der Deiter der Zentralbauleitung 
dor waffen-^ und PoliEei Auschwitz 


"/ertcileri 

1 ft-Uotuf Janlsch u, Eirschneck 
1 Eegistratur (Akt Krematorium) 

F.d.R.d.A. : 

Vr^stuf. (P) 


^ 7 -Haup t r. t urnf lihrer 


Figure 10: 

Nuremberg document NO-4473 
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Plan of the BIRKENAU CREMATORIA, Models I and II 
. A INCINERATORS B HALL 



Figure 12: Plan of crematorium II and III of Birkenau, 
according to Wetzler. (from the U.S. National Archives, 
Washington, D.C. Document OSS-C.I.D. XL8883) 
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Figure 13: Route followed by the victims, according to the official thesis, 
(drawing by the author) 
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Without a circulatory system: With a circulatory system: 

The gas must circulate of its own Circulation of gas/air mixture. 

<*CCOv'ci . 


Figure 15: Diagram illustrating the effectiveness of the 
circulatory system. 

(from DEGESCH, Fumigation Chambers for Pest Control) 





Figure 16: 

Elevation drawing of a delousing chamber 
with a DEGESCH circulatory system. 

(from F.P. Berg, “The German Delousing Chambers,” The Journal of Historical Review) 
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Figure 17: 

Plan of a vacuum fumigation plant, 
Casablanca (Morocco). 

(from DEGESCH, 

Fumigation Chambers for Pest Control ) 









Figure 17a: 

Vacuum fumigation plant, Casablanca (Morocco). 
Control room with control panel and control valves, 
(from DEGESCH, Fumigation Chambers for Pest Control) 
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Figure 18: 

Zyklon containers and their contents: snippets and 
wooden discs impregnated 
with hydrogen cyanide. 

(from DEGESCH, Zyklon for Pest Control) 
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Figure 20: Fumigation of a 
ship’s hold with Zyklon. 

(from DEGESCH, 

Zyklon for Pest Control) 





